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ACTION OPR-02 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 A-OI SS-I5 SSO-00 NSC-05 /036 W 

01 1680 

0 2II72IZJUL 75 

FM AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 6229 

WHITE HOUSE WASHDCH 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 WARSAW 4685 

TOMB OF THE UNKNOW SOLDIER 
(WARSAW) 

THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER STANDS BENEATH THE SHATTERED REM- 
NANT OF THE SASKI PALACE-A LONELY FRAGMENT OF COLONNADE COMINATING 
VICTORY SQUARE IN WARSAW. 

VICTORY SQUARE IS REICH IN HISTORIC ASSOCIATIONS. THE ORIGINAL SASKI 
PALACE WAS BUILT BY THE POLISH KING STANISLAW AUGUSTUS II IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTRURY. BENEATH ITS WINDOWS POLISH BATTALIONS AND THE 
CITIZENRY OF WARSAW FOUGHT A FUTILE BATTLE AGAINST OVERWHELMING 
NUMBERS OE INVADING CZARIST TROOPS BEFORE BEING DEFEATED IN 1794. 

HERE IN THE SQUARE BEFORE THE TOMB, THE STORY OE MODERN POLAND HAS 
UNFOLDED IN MINIATURE. NAPOLEON'S TROOPS PARADED THERE. IT 
BECAME THE SCENE OF CZARIST MILITARY REVIEWS DURING THE OCCU- 
PATION OP WARSAW BY THE RUSSIANS. FOLLOWING THE ABORTIVE POLISH 
INSURRECTION OF 1830 THE CZARIST AUTHORITIES PLANNED TO CONSTRUCT 
AN IMMENSE PORTRESS ON THE SITE TO OVERAWE THEIR INTRANSIGENT 
POLISH SUBJECTS. THE PLAN WAS LATER CHANGED AND AN ORTHODOX 
CATHEDRAL ERECTED TO SYMBOLIZE THE RUSSIFICATION OF POLAND. 

THIS WAS DEMOLISHED BY THE NEW POLISH REPUBLIC IN 1924. 

THE SITE OF THE TOMB ITSELF, SASKI PALACE, WAS HEADQUARTERS 
FOR THE POLISH GENERAL STAFP BETWEEN THE TWO WORLD WARS AND 
WAS GUTTED DURING THE SIEGE OF WARSAW IN 1939. THE SHELL WAS 
BLOWN UP BY THE DEPARTING GERMANS IN 1945. 

THE TOMB AND ITS OCCUPANT, A STUDENT WHO FELL DEFENDING THE PORMER 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIEFING MATERIALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1 975WARSAW04685 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750251-1122 
From: WARSAW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750735/aaaabfqy.tel 

Line Count: 149 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION OPR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 

Review Date: 13 FEB 2003 

Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 FEB 2003 by Thomas VJ>; APPROVED <15 MAR 2004 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 

TAGS: OVIP, PFOR, PL, WARSAW, (FORD, GERALD R) 

To: STATE WHITE HOUSE 
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